Watercraft Inspection Conference Call Notes
Monday, August 11, 2014
Participants: Jeanne Scherer, Diane Schauer, Paul Meuer, Molly Detjens, Greta Dowden, Heidi Dowden
Water Guard Report
Molly Detjens – Water Guard Conservation Warden based in Wisconsin Rapids, covering Portage, Wood, Adams, Juneau, Clark, Taylor, & Marathon Counties – Water Guards have been noticing that shore anglers may not be receiving the AIS prevention message; many shore anglers leave with 5 gal buckets of water/fish, not realizing the need to drain before leaving the lake; they have been focusing outreach on that group. Water Hyacinth was discovered on Arkdale Lake in Adams County; keep eyes out for this plant (photos were shared with the inspector listserv). Water Guards are spending a lot of time at fairs and local events doing outreach and education displays/booths. Decontamination units are also being used on some landings to highlight importance of decon. The bleach water solution is also shared with boaters, so they know how to take decon procedures at home.
Golden Sands RC&D Report
Paul Meuer – watercraft inspector for Green Lake County – Green Lake County Fair was a big event; had interactive booth with specimen available for folks to handle and view up-close. The lake has had a ton of traffic.  Special Project Form was completed and sent in to Erin. Golden Sands interns are wrapping up after Labor Day weekend.
Calumet County Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Diane Schauer – Invasive Species Coordinator for Calumet County – Special Project data is collected – please email us on where to send the forms. Have been increasing AIS outreach to off-launch audiences, like at farmers markets. Pat Miller (Fond du Lac County AIS Coordinator) and Diane heading up major waterfowl hunter outreach effort; surveying waterfowl hunters on AIS knowledge, how to reach them best, what prevention steps they take, etc; Advertising the survey through wisconsinoutdoors.com and other outlets – please help spread the word; survey is open through the end of October. Outreach and presentations at Cabela’s Goose/Duck Calling Championships as well as offering survey to participants.  Very busy talking to duck people! Project RED snapshot day big on Lake Winnebago – has 18 teams to monitor for the September date.
DNR South Central Region Report
Jeanne Scherer – Water Resources Management Specialist in South Central Region – Spoke to over 200 people on Lake Wisconsin during July 4th. Spending time collecting Special Project Data and talking to lake groups about “crazy worms”. Trying to reach out to Boater Safety classes to emphasize prevention of ZMs from traveling up from Chicago where many folks travel to/from. Presenting at a variety of lake group annual meetings.
Vilas County Report
Greta & Heidi Dowden – watercraft inspectors for Vilas County – Most boaters are very aware of AIS prevention steps and laws in their areas. Most live in the Northwoods year round, so can list off AIS prevention steps before the inspector even introduces themselves – however, boaters still very positive about their presence. Vilas County interns wrapping up after this weekend.
