Watercraft Inspection Conference Call Notes
Monday, June 24, 2013
Participants: Chris Hamerla, Marcus Medina, Clarissa Justmann, Diane Schauer, Karen Austin, Emma Doden, Paul Meuer, & Matt Styka
Golden Sands RC&D Reports
Chris Hamerla – AIS coordinator in Green Lake & Marquette counties – Has a lot of lakes in his counties that are involved in CBCW.  Hired 3 LTEs to assist with AIS efforts; one on Green Lake, one on Lake Puckaway, and one to cover the rest of the lakes in Green Lake & Marquette counties.  Had good success during Drain Campaign; worked with 5 wardens and 3 Water Guards on Green Lake; ice packs were very popular; assisting wardens focused on education at some landings and enforcement on others.  Has been spending time surveying lakes for AIS.  LTEs have met with lake associations and assist with lake fairs.  During slow times at the landing, LTEs use rakes to clean plants away from the landing.  
Matt Styka – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Green Lake & Marquette counties – Has encountered quite a few boaters and anglers who are unaware of AIS prevention.
Paul Meuer – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Green Lake – Had great luck on outreach during Drain Campaign.  AIS booth at farmer’s market helped spread the prevention message to the rural crowd.  Most people are aware of AIS & compliant of regulations.
Gretchen Chier (shared updates via email) – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Lake Puckaway – CBCW Lake Puckaway approximate hours this far: 68 hours; CBCW Lake Puckaway approximate people contacted in those 80 hours: 150 people.  Landing Blitz June 14-16 people contacted: I talked with a total of 47 people on June 14 (Lake Puckaway) and June 15 (Green Lake) (mostly families, so I gave one ice pack per group) and I handed out 26 ice packs.  The landings on Lake Puckaway have not been extremely busy at all yet this summer. I have been divided my time doing CBCW on the north shore and the south shore of the lake.   I represented CBCW and talked about AIS at our Golden Sands RC&D booth this last weekend at the Midwest Renewable Energy Association- Energy Fair.  I also will be representing Golden Sands RC&D at both the Marquette and Green Lake County Fair's coming up in July and August.   I have attended 2 meetings: One with the Lake Puckaway Rehabilitation & Protection District in Marquette, WI. and another meeting with the Green Lake Association.   I also developed a press release on AIS that was published in the local newspapers. The article discussed what Matt, Paul, Chris and I will be doing in Marquette and Green Lake as AIS Tech's, what AIS are, what AIS are in Lake Puckaway that I will be monitoring and other useful information.  I am also talking with the Lake Puckaway District to see if we can develop some new Interpretive Media.   I also contacted the SWIMS database and had them add all of the launches names for Lake Puckaway, since none of them were in the system yet- it made it easier for me and for them to collect my data.  This experience has been wonderful so far!
Water Guard Reports
Marcus Medina – part of warden AIS outreach force that covers the following counties: Pepin, Buffalo, Trempealeau, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon, & Crawford – Had a slow start to the season because Mississippi River at flood stage.  Primary gap in boater/angler knowledge of AIS prevention is the need to drain water before leaving landing.  Worked Bass Masters tournament last weekend; starting to encounter more recreational boaters now that the weather has warmed up.  Would like to connect with any AIS Coordinators or staff in the counties he covers – group working to apply for DNR AIS grant.  Also interested in info on providing rakes and tools at landing for boaters to use to clean off equipment; Plans to attend town meetings to propose this idea.
Clarissa Justmann – part of warden AIS outreach force that covers the following counties: Taylor, Marathon, Clark, Wood, Portage, Juneau, & Adams – Have had a lot of rain lately, but still encountered a lot of boaters, too.  Drain Campaign was very successful in her area; worked the event with two other wardens; ice packs were a big hit with folks.  Bow fishermen are a group that has not received AIS message in her area.  Many boaters still learning that water needs to be drained from motor.  Looking for volunteers to assist with AIS booth at Aug. 24th Youth Heritage Day in Wausau – contact Clarissa if you want to help!
Calumet County Report
Diane Schauer – Calumet County AIS Coordinator – Hired one intern to conduct inspections and AIS outreach, including Kid’s Fishing Day.  Partnered with county sheriff and local warden for the Drain Campaign to offer education and enforcement during fishing tournament; shared AIS message and ice packs at landing, while warden worked up the road from landing to catch folks not complying with regulations; warden prefers to separate the education and enforcement options; saw need to follow education up with enforcement because fishing tournament has separate weigh-in location.  Has had good success with rural outreach events like Sunday on the Farm, to reach anglers and discuss AIS more casually.
Bayfield County Report
Karen Austin – coordinates 10 paid inspectors on Pike Lake Chain (7 lakes) and Lake Delta (includes 2 county parks) – Slow start to the season with the ice staying on so long.  Fishing opener was successful.  Weed growth has been very slow.  Have a lot of great outreach efforts going on – trash pick-up contest on lake, life jackets donated for youth.  Local warden and county sheriff work well with CBCW efforts and help them focus on compliance each weekend.  Area lake groups and campground are very supportive of AIS outreach work.
Vilas County Report
Emma Doden – UW-Oshkosh intern inspector working for Vilas County – 11 inspectors from UW-Oshkosh conduct CBCW on a variety of different lakes in Vilas Co; began Memorial Day weekend.  Things have been kind of quiet, fishing slow; have had a couple tournaments to cover; weeds are slowing growing.  Quite a few boaters have shown interest in wash stations at landings.  In general, most people are aware of AIS issue and compliant – need to drain water is the most unknown part.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please join us for our next conference call will be on Monday, July 29th at 8:30am.  
Thank you for all your hard work this summer!
