Watercraft Inspection Conference Call Notes
Monday, July 29, 2013
Participants: Chris Hamerla, Gretchen Chier, Paul Meuer, Matt Styka, Clarissa Justmann, Diane Schauer, Jeanne Scherer, Laura Herman
Golden Sands RC&D Reports
Matt Styka – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Green Lake & Marquette counties – Attended lake association meeting at Lake Montello and learned a lot about the group’s concerns about AIS affecting the local economy.  Worked an AIS booth with live specimen at the Marquette County Fair with Chris and Gretchen; encountered mostly families visiting fair. Most of boaters encountered in Marquette County have not talked with a CBCW inspector before and are new to AIS prevention.
Paul Meuer – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Green Lake – Looking for ideas on how to make AIS booth at upcoming Green Lake County Fair interactive and fun for families!  Send ideas to: paul.meuer@goldensandsrcd.org.  Will also be presenting at the Green Lake Association’s Annual Gala.
Gretchen Chier – watercraft inspector & AIS outreach for Lake Puckaway – Led AIS outreach activity for Green Lake (K-12) Summer School – looked for aquatic plants in creek, talked about the role of aquatic plants and how invasive aquatic plants affect the underwater ecology, and shared live specimen.  Lake Puckaway landings are not very busy; landings are starting to get more shallow, perhaps a result of the dams/locks.  Had the chance to release PL beetles with the Green Lake Association – neat experience!
Water Guard Reports
Clarissa Justmann – part of warden AIS outreach force that covers the following counties: Taylor, Marathon, Clark, Wood, Portage, Juneau, & Adams – Water Guards issued a total of 12 citations and 34 warnings in the month of June.  Have been doing a lot of outreach events and fairs lately.  Worked the Castle Rock Lake boat parade.  Need to continue to focus message on draining water – in one instance, talked to a boater who brought Lake Mendota water in motor up to Castle Rock Lake.  Has encountered quite a few out of state boaters; 1/3 boaters from Illinois that she has run into speak on Polish.  As a result, pursuing translation of some pubs into Polish and other languages.  Will try to spend some more time in Juneau and Adams Counties.  Surprisingly successful outreach booth at the National Fur Takers Association meeting; traps used become covered in mud and transported among waterbodies, and attendees were very receptive to prevention efforts and interested in doing what they could to prevent spreading AIS.
Calumet County Report
Diane Schauer – Calumet County AIS Coordinator – Partners in Action, an effort by Wildlife Forever, is taking nominations of boating/angling groups, individuals, and organizations who are out doing great AIS outreach work; contact Pat Conzemius and check out website: http://www.wildlifeforever.org/invasive-species/partners-in-action. Received monitoring grant for UW-Oshkosh watercraft inspection interns to looks for AIS around landings during inspections; protocol currently being developed and rolled out next year.  Recommends Invaders of the Great Lakes – great new resource available.  From NER warden – 47 AIS citations issued so far (this does NOT include Water Guard numbers) – more than half of the citations have been issued in the NER; 19 citations issued by Lake Winnebago Warden, 15 for failure to drain water.  Water Guards have their own citation/warning log that is used.  In the next few weeks, the new Lakeshore Invasive Species Management Area (LISMA) will have its website up and running at www.lisma.net (coming soon); LISMA includes Calumet, Kewaunee, Fond du Lac, & Manitowoc counties.  New upcoming outreach event is a WI Waterfowl Association golf outing; will have a booth and see how message received.
DNR Fitchburg Report
Jeanne Scherer – DNR South Central Region AIS & Watercraft Inspections – Has not done CBCW yet, as working on getting AIS early detection monitoring completed for SCR; nearing the end of the list of lakes for monitoring, so hope to get more CBCW done next month.  Shared AIS info at Rock Lake Town and Country Days – location in front of food booth was quite useful.  Attended Lake Wisconsin organizational meeting and took AIS info along to interest lake group in prevention efforts.  Had less luck reaching folks at Lake Ripley Umbrella Days due to bad weather.  Have found that once kids are interested, easier to pull their parents into conversation.  Hoping to foster interest in CBCW among lake groups through the stream-lined grant application – especially since the two DNR LTEs in SCR are so busy with monitoring. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please join us for our next conference call on Monday, August 26th at 8:30am.  
Thank you for all your hard work this summer!
