Watercraft Inspection Conference Call Notes
Monday, August 26, 2013
Participants: Chris Hamerla, Clarissa Justmann, Diane Schauer, Shannon Davis-Foust, Andrew Karleigh, Marcus Medina
Golden Sands RC&D Reports
Chris Hamerla – AIS coordinator in Green Lake & Marquette counties – Three interns in Green Lake and Marquette Counties put in 200 hours of inspections each this summer.  Gretchen has assisted with Green Lake lately, as Lake Puckaway water levels have been very low.  Continued to notice a lot of plants on trailers in the counties, so feel outreach is very useful and key.  Interns are finishing up work after Labor Day and will be compiling summary of their activities.  Chris assisted John Preuss with hand-pulling the yellow-floating heart discovered in Forest County.
Water Guard Reports
Clarissa Justmann – part of warden AIS outreach force that covers the following counties: Taylor, Marathon, Clark, Wood, Portage, Juneau, & Adams – Experienced high compliance at the beginning of the summer from boaters and anglers, but lately have encountered more anglers wanting to take their fish home in water and not draining.  Has noticed how much combining education with survey questions has helped with boater understanding of compliance and prevention steps – really need to combine education with inspections.  Water Guards are wrapping up for the summer and will be done around Sept. 7; each WG is working on a binder of information on their regions and resources for the next generation of WGs.  Hope it will help new WGs get to know their regions more easily and provide good orientation.
Marcus Medina – part of warden AIS outreach force that covers the following counties: Pepin, Buffalo, Trempealeau, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon, & Crawford – Has been very busy the last month or so.  Actually seen pretty good compliance on Mississippi River, but still some issues with vegetation removal and water draining.  Water Guards as a group are leaning towards doing more enforcement next year, as education has been emphasized since 2009; boaters are compliant when WG present, but what about when they’re not there?  Clearly, compliance reported can change drastically based on how the question is asked and what sort of education accompanies it.
UW-Oshkosh Lake Winnebago Report
Shannon Davis-Foust – Supervises UWO watercraft inspector interns – UWO interns have having their final wrap-up meeting tomorrow, but will continue inspections into the school year as the weather and schedules allow; 7 interns will be able to keep working after school starts.  Interns hit more fishing tournaments this year and focused on education during tournaments more than the survey.  Participated in Fleet Farm Kids Fishing Day, covering ~10 stores.  The interns this year were a great group!  One of the students is compiling a booklet of boat landing information, like size, exact location, etc. as a resource for next year’s interns.  Counts of trailers were also kept randomly throughout the summer to help them determine what landings are busiest.  One inspector indicated that he/she encountered many boaters who were tired of hearing AIS prevention message.  Next spring, interns will also assist during non-busy times at landings with monitoring for AIS using new protocol developed this summer/fall; has really helped the interns knowledge of AIS!  Diane Schauer and Andrew Karleigh were key in developing this monitoring protocol.
Fond du Lac County Report
Andrew Karleigh – Fond du Lac County AIS Coordinator – Conducted road side invasive species identification with some of UWO interns.  Talked to a lot of new boaters this summer, which emphasized the need for AIS outreach at landings in the area.  Found it useful to focus on waters/landings where fish were biting to reach most anglers.  Conducted AIS monitoring and point-intercept survey on Lake Dubay as well.
Calumet County Report
Diane Schauer – Calumet County AIS Coordinator – Staffed large AIS booth at fall Mills Fleet Farm Sports Show at Lambeau Atrium in Green Bay; had great turnout and was able to reach a huge statewide angling audience, especially folks from NER counties.  Would really like to see some statewide staff participate next year!
DNR Fitchburg Report
Jeanne Scherer (shared updates via email) – DNR South Central Region AIS & Watercraft Inspections – Because of monitoring work, I haven’t actually been out more than a handful of hours for boat inspections. I did put up a display at the Rock Lake Improvement Association Annual meeting on Monday, Aug. 19. I’m still working with that community to get a CBCW grant for next summer.  Dealing with the town, the city, the lake association and a joint committee, so it’s slow going. I’ll be on the joint lake committees agenda for October though.  This Saturday, I’ll be providing information with my work partner Cody at the Friends of the Glacial Heritage Area picnic. This will also be at Rock Lake, so it’ll get us a chance to go down to the shore line and look at some of the plant species, including invasives there. On Sept. 1, I’ll be joining Aaron Maass, Water Guard to present information and have a display at the Lake Belle View lake fair. We plan to have a boat there, have activities with kids and lots of specimens to check out—we’re going to stick to critters in bottles and shells rather than live specimens though. There are no invasives in that lake, and we don’t want a kid taking one to rescue it by putting it in the water.  My monitoring work wraps up for the most part next week, so I’ll be doing many more boat inspections. Hopefully, I’ll find some tournaments and other events to participate in also. Just haven’t had time to look yet. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] For those of you who are wrapping up for the summer, please share your thoughts on how these conference calls and the watercraft inspector listserv worked with Erin.  Also, any summaries of your efforts this summer that you’d like to share are much appreciated!
Please join us for our next conference call on Monday, September 16th at 8:30am.  
Thank you for all your hard work this summer!
